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CALVARY 

Christian Reformed Church  -  Ottawa  

Pastor Pieter Heerema - Sunday, January 24, 2021 

www.calvarycrc.ca 
 

Order of Worship ñ 10:00 AM 

             *please stand in body or in spirit 

 

Gathering  

Welcome and Announcements 

Gathering Prayer for Worship 

*Singing:  I Give You My Heart    LUYH 340 

*Call to Worship  

Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.    Psalm 124:8, NRSV 

 

*God's Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace be to you.... 

 

Beloved, May the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.   

 

*Singing:   Great Is Thy Faithfulness   LUYH 348 

 

Children's Time:  Stephanie  

Children's Message:    

Singing:  The Wise and Foolish Builders 

                          

Sanctity of Life Litany 

Introduction:  

Let us now reflect together on God's gift of Love. 

Love is patient. 

How long, oh Lord, will we wait for an end to abortion? Give us new ideas, fresh compassion, and renewed 

purpose as we hope for a day when all lives are valued, and that anything that stands in the way of a baby 

being born -- money, support, sickness, stress, racism -- would be met with a deep, lasting solution. 

Love is kind. 

Give us kindness. Not niceness, which stays silent in the face of injustice, but kindness which sees others 

as fully human, and offers the resources that youôve given us to advocate for everyoneôs flourishing. 

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

If there is a part in us that judges others, or considers ourselves better than another, root it out of us, 

Lord. We are all sinners, we have all been saved not by our goodness, but by your grace. May this 

community be a place not of boasting but of welcome for women and men who have experienced abortion. 

It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 

God, people feel so strongly about abortion. And we know that there are likely people in this room who 

disagree with one another about how to solve the problem of abortion, or how to protect unborn life, or 

how to address the inequalities that give some babies a chance at flourishing and prevent others from the 
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same. Some see this as a simple issue. Others see more complexity. Help us to honor each other. You 

created the church to be unified in the face of difference. So whenever we talk about political issues, help 

us to remember those who are most impacted -- women of color, babies not yet born, those who grieve 

after the loss of a child, or who face impossible situations while pregnant. Help us to honor them in the 

ways we talk and argue, in the ways we debate, in the ways we vote. 

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

Give us eyes to bravely see the ways that racism has impacted black and brown and Indigenous women, 

and their babies, even if knowing that truth leaves us feeling helpless or defensive or sad. And as we know 

better, help us to do better -- to see people as wholly beloved by you, to embrace one another in 

relationships and community, to advocate for changes in policies and practices that could save the lives of 

mothers and babies. 

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

In the face of racism, death, and grief, give us a renewed vision for your good news, Oh Lord. Protect us 

from complacency, give us trust that each life is in your hands, give us hope that racism and its evil 

impacts will someday come to an end, and help us to persevere in seeking that day -- bravely considering 

our own hearts, our own relationships, and our own power to change systems and structures so they 

reflect the heart of the gospel. 

Love never fails. 

You donôt fail us, Lord. In this strong truth, we pray.  

Singing: Gather Us In      LUYH 529 

Congregational Prayer  

Singing:  Shout to the Lord     LUYH 603   

God's Word 

Scripture: Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord 

 People: Thanks be to God!  

Message:  Epiphany 

         

Thanksgiving  

Singing:  O Lord, You're Beautiful  

Holy Communion 

 Institution and Confession 

 Invitation 

 Singing:  Behold the Lamb    LUYH 840 

 Preparation 

 Communion 

 Thanksgiving   

Offerings:  First:   Safe Church (CRC ministry) 

            Second:  Calvary Church Budget 

*Sending  

Go in peace, in the knowledge of Godôs power. 

Go in confidence, in the knowledge of Godôs strength. 

Go in joy, in the knowledge of Godôs love.  (WSB 353) 

*Singing:  To God Be the Glory     LUYH 956 

*God's Parting Blessing  

 Amen.  

*Time of Silent Thanksgiving 
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Holy Communion: We plan to celebrate the Lord's Supper together today. Pastor Piet will lead Communion 

during our weekly broadcast service.  If you wish to participate, you will need to have ready the "bread and 

wine".   

 May the grace of God draw us all together around the Table of our Lord. 

 

Our Offerings for January ð 

The collection schedule for 2021 

can now be found on our website.  

Please consider sending cheques 

or one e-transfer in January for 

these causes: 

 Today ð Safe Church 

Denominational equips 

congregations in abuse 

awareness, prevention, and 

response. We help build 

communities where the value of 

each person is honored; where 

people are free to worship and 

grow free from abuse; and where 

abuse has occurred, the response 

is compassion and justice that 

foster healing. 

 Jan. 31 ð Cadet Sunday 

ð Calvinists Cadet Corps is an 

independent (non-denominational) 

youth ministry organization whose 

purpose is to provide the local 

church with ministry 

programs that will enable them to effectively share Christôs love with boys from their church and community. 

 Jan. 3 ð Christian Counselling Ottawa ð To serve God through Christian ministry by providing 

professional therapy and education to assist people in effectively managing lifeôs challenges. 

 Jan. 10 ð Therefore Go Ministries (Youth Unlimited)  is a non- profit, non-denominational 

Christian ministry organization that focuses on assisting local congregations in their youth ministry through 

short-term mission trips and youth conferences. Find out more at ThereforeGo.com. 

 Jan. 17 ð Ministry Shares are collected monthly to assist the work of the many ministries of the 

Christian Reformed Church. Ministries we support within our Eastern Canada Classis include GEMS 

Leadership, Safe Church Team, Youth Ministry Team, New Church Development, Campus Ministries in Halifax 

and Ottawa, Missions Scholarship Fund, Home Missions Fund plus the Seafarers Ministry in Montreal.  

 Ministries we support in both Canada and the US include Calvin College and Seminary, Back to God, 

Home and World Missions, The Banner, Disability Concerns, Faith Formation, Social Justice, Pastor-Church 

Relations and many more. We thank you for contributing according to the gifts you have been given.  

 

https://www.calvarycrc.ca/giving/
http://about.calvinistcadets.org/our-programs/
http://about.calvinistcadets.org/our-programs/
https://www.thereforego.com/
https://www.crcna.org/MinistryShares
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Thank you from World 

Renew: We received a 

thank you letter from World 

Renew for our donations to 

ñFood for a Month.ò You can 

see the letter here , the text 

of which is included below:  

In 2019, 79 million people 

around the world were 

refugees, forcibly displaced 

by disaster, conflict, violence, 

and war. Wrested from their 

homes, deprived of their 

country, bereaved of family 

members, robbed of social 

networks, destitute of their 

accustomed ways of providing for themselves and their family. 

In the midst of disaster, conflict, violence, and war, World Renewôs International 

Disaster Response team supports the most vulnerable through our local partners 

on the ground, leveraging trusted relationships to guide resources directly to those 

most in need. Those resources often include clean water, basic kitchen supplies, 

blankets, and, of course, food. 

Ephesians 2:19 tells us that every one of us is ñno longer foreigners and strangers, but 

fellow citizens with Godôs people and also members of his household.ò Your gift of 

food for a month ð beans, rice, cooking oil, and more to feed an extended familyð 

affirms that each of our brothers and sisters driven from their home by disaster or 

conflict is still a member of the Body, worthy of care. Your gift is more than food: it is 

a reminder to someone that they have not been forgotten. 

As many as 5.6 million of the worldôs displaced people are Syrian, cleaved 

from their homes by Syriaôs nine years of civil war, the second deadliest of 

the twentieth century. A staggering 1.5 million have made their way to 

Lebanon where they now make up one-fifth of the population, 

overwhelming the Lebanese governmentôs ability to respond. World Renew 

is there. In partnership with local partner Middle East Revive and 

Thrive, we will use your gift to help people like Martiza, Amina, and Fadia 

who ð on top of already grievous loss ð struggle to feed their 

families. 

Whether your gift arrives as a box of food or a voucher for use in a local 

store, know that it brings with it the message that refugees are members of 

Godôs household, beloved and remembered. Thank you. 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12z8V96GzTcm5pqClJBf_GyfyUcZVx7aH/view

